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- HAMMURABI

Reigned c. 1792-1750 B.

Hammurabi was a young man when he succeeded
his father, Sinmuballit, as king of Babylon. When
Hammurabi became king, Babylon was already a
major power in Mesopotamia. During his reign,
however, Hammurabi transformed Babylon from
a small city-state into a large, powerful state.

He also united Mesopotamia under one rule.
Hammurabi called himself “Strong King of Babel.”

Hammurabi was directly involved in the ruling of
his kingdom. He personally directed projects, such as
and digging and
cleaning irrigation canals. A great deal of planning

went into his projects. City streets, for example, were
ted at right . R i

building city walls, restoring temples,

arranged in straight lines and intersec

angles, much like the way our cities are planned today.
One of Hammurabi’s goals was 10 control the
Euphrates River because it provided water for
Babylon’s farms and trade routes for cargo ships.
However, other kings also wanted con

the battle for the Euphrates was Rim-
as king, he and his soldiers fought against Rim-Sin and other enemies.
Rim-Sin and his people. He sometimes did this by

d releasing a sudden flood, and sometimes by withholding
water needed for drinking and for crops.

_ After defeating his enemies, Hammurabi ruled briefly over a unified
became ill, and his son, Samsuiluna, took over

actually used water to defeat
damming the water an

Mesopotamia. Hammurabi soon

his duties and was crowned king after his death. Bec
- efforts, however, the center of power ;g

in Mesopotamia shifted from Sumer
in the south to Babylon in the north,
where it remained for the next
1,000 years.
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trol of the river. One of Hammurabi’s rivals in

Sin of Larsa. During Hammurabi's last 14 years
Hammurabi

ause of Hammurabi's great

g Then and Now
Do any nations currently have law codes that
resemble Hammurabi's? Use the Internet and
your local library 10 identify countries with law
codes that you think are somewhat fair but

somewhat cruel.
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Fair or Cruel?

Fair
Around 1750 B.C.,
wrote 282 laws 10 govern the people of

Babylon. Historians and scholars agree
ws were the first t0

that these ancient la

cover all aspects of society. Howevel
historians and scholars do not agree
whether Hammurabi's laws were fair or

cruel.
Those who see

fair give the following reas
say the laws
« stated what all pe
know about the
society
« brought order and justice to society

o regulated many Jdifferent activities,
from business contracts 10 crime.

King Hammurabi wrote an intro-
Juction to his list of laws. In that
introduction, he says that the laws
were written t0 be fair. His intention
was “to bring about the rule of
righteousness in the land, to destroy
the wicked and evil-doers, SO that
the strong should not harm the

weak. ..."

King Hammurabi

the laws as just and
ons. They

ople needed t0
ules of their

Ha

fairness.
e Law 5: Ifajudge

Stone monument showing P>

and his code

Hammurabi’s Laws:

So

through his oW fault when

a case, he must pay
removed from the ju
and never ju
o Law 122: If someone &
thing to sOmeo
keeping, the tra
be witnesse
made between
e Law 233:1fa contractor
builds a house for
someone and the
walls start tO fall,
then the puilder
must use his
own money
and labor to
make the
walls secure.

ives

mmurabi (standing)

me of the laws refle

ct that

makes an error

trying

a fine, be
dge’s bench,

dge another case.

some-

ne else for safe-
nsaction should
dand a contract

the two parties.




A Cuneiform tablet with the text of the

Some hi

Hammurabi's law

unjust. They say the laws

o called for violent punishments, often
death, for nonviolent crimes

e required different punishments for
accused persons of different social

classes
o allowed no explanation from an

accused person-
flect this cruelty.

Some of the 1aws 1€
. Law 3: If someone falsely accuses

someone else of certain crimes, then
he shall be put to death.

introduction to the Code of Hammurabi

is caught in the

o Law 22: 1f someone
he shall be put

act of robbery; then

to death.
o Law 195 1f a son strikes his father,
the son's hands ghall be cut off.

o Law 202: 1f someone strikes a man

of higher rank, then he shal
whipped 60 fimes in public-

You Be the Historian

Sl:hta\;/king for Understanding

. ) hy do some people think

i v\}‘:\hmn('j\urabl’s laws were fair?

. Why do others think t .
were cruel? he laws

3. \A‘ere the laws fair or cruel? Take
tb e role of a historian. Write a
rief essay that explains how
%ou view Hammurabi's laws.

e sure to use facts to support
your position. You can compare
I;Inargmurabi's laws to our

odern laws to su
argument. pport your
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